
9/17/21, 9:16 AM HST Bulletin: HST Bulletin: 17 September 2021

https://mailchi.mp/c757f9e0fd3a/hst-bulletin-21-april-8012321 1/10

HST Bulletin | 17 September 2021 View this email in your browser

CATEGORIES
 

Academic and Peer Reviewed Articles 

Recent Public Health News 

Training and Resources 

Publications and Reports 

Conferences and Events 

Job Opportunities

ACADEMIC AND PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES  
 

Menopausal hormone therapy for women living with HIV 

Lancet HIV ǀ 1 September 2021 

Elizabeth King, Prof Jerilynn Prior, Prof Neora Pick, Julie van Schalkwyk, Mary Kestler, et al. 

People living with HIV are ageing, and a growing number of women living with HIV are entering

menopause. Women living with HIV commonly have bothersome vasomotor symptoms and onset of

menopause at earlier ages; both factors go on to affect quality of life and systemic health. Vasomotor

symptoms and early menopause are both indications for menopausal hormone therapy; however, current

evidence suggests that this therapy is seldom offered to women living with HIV. Additionally, women living

with HIV have several risks to bone health and are likely to benefit from the bone-strengthening effects of

menopausal hormone therapy. We present an assessment of the benefits and risks of menopausal

hormone therapy in the context of HIV care and propose a practical approach to its prescription. If

considered in the appropriate clinical context with discussion of risks and benefits, menopausal hormone

therapy might provide substantial benefits to symptomatic menopausal women living with HIV and

improve health-related quality of life. 

 

A cautionary tale of hyperbilirubinaemia in subhepatic appendicitis 

Remote and Rural Health | 4 September 2021 

Hariharan G, Shanmuganathan M. 

Subhepatic appendicitis is rare in children and often presents with atypical symptoms and signs, resulting

in delayed diagnosis with attendant complications. The presence of hyperbilirubinemia could be a marker

of complicated appendicitis and may assist rural physicians to seek specialist assistance early. 

 

The renaissance of online medical education 

Rural and Remote Health ǀ 7 September 2021 

Efrat Zamir 

The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic has forced a change in medical education in Israel. The

suspension of clinical clerkships has set in motion the implementation of online lectures. Tutors have been

able to teach from their wards, continue to be available for urgent patient care, and students have been

able to learn uninterruptedly and safely at their homes. According to previous studies, learning online can

https://mailchi.mp/c757f9e0fd3a/hst-bulletin-21-april-8012321?e=[UNIQID]
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be compatible with recommended learning techniques such as space repetition, which allows students to

accumulate knowledge in the most effective way for them according to their learning needs and

preferences. This can enhance their learning experience and maintain long-term memory. 

 

A new strategy for health and sustainable development in the light of the COVID-19

pandemic 

Mario Monti, Aleksandra Torbica, Elias Mossialos, Martin McKee 

The Lancet ǀ 9 September 2021 

To build a post-pandemic future, in which everyone's health is protected and promoted, what can we learn

from the events of the COVID-19 pandemic and previous crises? The Pan-European Commission on

Health and Sustainable Development, established by the WHO Regional Office for Europe and comprising

experts from a wide range of backgrounds and across the pan-European region, has now set out an

ambitious agenda to achieve a healthy and secure future for all in its new report. Contagion characterised

crises such as the 9/11 attacks in 2001, with the aftermaths of conflict and migration, the 2007 financial

crisis, and the COVID-19 pandemic. An event in one country spread rapidly to others. Yet not everywhere

was affected to the same extent. What mattered to more desirable outcomes was leadership, policies

based on available evidence rather than ideology, and preparedness. We see this clearly in the COVID-19

pandemic. Did those in charge respond rapidly and decisively? Did they follow the science? Had they

invested in the modern public health systems that past outbreaks of SARS, Ebola virus disease, and Zika

virus disease had shown were so important? 

 

Is South Africa closing the health gaps between districts? Monitoring progress

towards universal health service coverage with routine facility data  

BMC Health Services Research ǀ 13 September 2021 

Candy Day, Andy Gray, Annibale Cois, Noluthando Ndlovu, Naomi Massyn, Ties Boerma 

South Africa is committed to advancing universal health coverage (UHC). The usefulness and potential of

using routine health facility data for monitoring progress towards UHC, in the form of the 16-tracer WHO

service coverage index (SCI), was assessed. 

 

 

(Return to Top)

RECENT PUBLIC HEALTH NEWS
 

World failing to address dementia challenge 

World Health Organization ǀ 2 September 2021 

Only a quarter of countries worldwide have a national policy, strategy or plan for supporting people with

dementia and their families, according to the WHO’s ‘Global status report on the public health response to

dementia’, released today. Half of these countries are in WHO’s European Region, with the remainder

split between the other Regions. Yet even in Europe, many plans are expiring or have already expired,

indicating a need for renewed commitment from governments. At the same time, the number of people

living with dementia is growing according to the report: WHO estimates that more than 55 million people

(8.1 % of women and 5.4% of men over 65 years) are living with dementia. This number is estimated to

rise to 78 million by 2030 and to 139 million by 2050. Dementia is caused by a variety of diseases and

injuries that affect the brain, such as Alzheimer’s disease or stroke. It affects memory and other cognitive

functions, as well as the ability to perform everyday tasks. 

 

Joint COVAX Statement on Supply Forecast for 2021 and early 2022 

World Health Organization ǀ 8 September 2021 

Twelve months ago, the world came together to support COVAX, a multilateral initiative aimed at

guaranteeing global access to life-saving COVID-19 vaccines. With the support of the international

community, COVAX immediately began securing financing, entering into negotiations with vaccine

developers and manufacturers and addressing the host of technical and operational challenges

associated with rolling out the largest and most complex vaccination programme in history. COVAX has

already achieved significant progress: more than US$10 billion has been raised; legally-binding

commitments for up to 4.5 billion doses of vaccine; 240 million doses have been delivered to 139

countries in just six months. Yet the global picture of access to COVID-19 vaccines is unacceptable. Only

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)01995-4/fulltext
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-021-06171-3%C2%A0
https://www.who.int/news/item/02-09-2021-world-failing-to-address-dementia-challenge
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-09-2021-joint-covax-statement-on-supply-forecast-for-2021-and-early-2022
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20% of people in low- and lower-middle-income countries have received a first dose of vaccine compared

to 80% in high- and upper-middle income countries. 

 

The science behind it helped fight Covid-19, but a vaccine may never be the best

defence against HIV 

GQ Magazine UK ǀ 10 September 2021

In February, a breakthrough in the search for an HIV vaccine coincided with the rollout of Covid

programmes that drew much from those years of research. Yet there is still no inoculation against the

global inequalities that allow hundreds of thousands to die of Aids every year. With Covid-19 immunisation

programmes fuelling vaccine optimism across the world, a candidate for a potential HIV vaccine was

thrust into the media spotlight earlier this year. Scientists from the International Aids Vaccine Initiative

(IAVI) and Scripps Research presented data from a phase-one clinical trial, indicating the production of

powerful immunoglobulin B cells – a precursor to broadly neutralising antibodies that can protect an

individual from numerous strains of HIV – in 97 per cent of recipients of a vaccine candidate. Although

researchers have stressed these results are preliminary, news of the potential vaccine went round the

world. The early data was quickly heralded as representing a plausible end to the decades-long Aids

epidemic. This kind of hype, however, has obscured urgent questions about the politics of an HIV vaccine

that demand our attention: who, and what, it will be for. 

 

NHS begins world's largest trial of blood test for more than 50 types of cancer 

Sky News | 13 September 2021 

The NHS is launching the world's biggest trial of a potentially life-saving blood test that can detect more

than 50 types of cancer before symptoms appear. Some 140,000 volunteers in eight areas of England will

be recruited to try the Galleri test, which is already available in the US. The test can detect cancers that

are not routinely screened for and it can find where the disease is coming from in the body with a high

degree of accuracy. NHS chief executive Amanda Pritchard said: "This quick and simple blood test could

mark the beginning of a revolution in cancer detection and treatment here and around the world. "By

finding cancer before signs and symptoms even appear, we have the best chance of treating it and we

can give people the best possible chance of survival." The NHS trial will invite people from different

backgrounds and ethnicities who are aged between 50 and 77 to take part. They cannot have had a

cancer diagnosis in the last three years. 

 

Misinformation is harming unvaccinated seniors, says KZN premier Zikalala 

The Witness ǀ 13 September 2021 

Anti-Covid-19 messages by individuals and groups opposed to the jabs are putting the lives of KwaZulu-

Natal’s older population at the greatest risk of dying from the virus. This is according to KZN Premier,

Sihle Zikalala, who on Sunday, revealed that fewer of those who are above 60 were turning up at the

province’s vaccination sites. Addressing the media during the provincial government’s Operation

Siyagoma WayaWaya — Let No-one Be Left Behind meant to encourage KZN residents to vaccinate,

Zikalala said myths around vaccines were undermining efforts to get citizens vaccinated. “In fact, we still

have around 400 000 of these senior citizens — who are at higher risk of succumbing to Covid-19 if they

get infected — who have not been vaccinated. “Even the 18-34 group, who are at far less risk of suffering

Covid-19 complications, are doing much better when compared to these senior citizens. “This shows,

once again, the level of damage that has been caused by all the myths and misinformation around the

safety of the vaccine,” he said. 

 

Scientists Claim Overeating Is Not the Primary Cause of Obesity – Point to More

Effective Weight Loss Strategies 

American Society for Nutrition | 13 September 2021 

Perspective published in The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition argues the root causes of the obesity

epidemic are more related to what we eat rather than how much we eat. Statistics from the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) show that obesity affects more than 40% of American adults,

placing them at higher risk for heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, and certain types of cancer. The

USDA’s Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2020 – 2025 further tells us that losing weight “requires adults

to reduce the number of calories they get from foods and beverages and increase the amount expended

through physical activity.” This approach to weight management is based on the century-old energy

balance model which states that weight gain is caused by consuming more energy than we expend. In

https://www.gq-magazine.co.uk/culture/article/hiv-vaccine?utm_source=twitter&utm_social-type=owned&utm_medium=social
https://news.sky.com/story/nhs-begins-worlds-largest-trial-of-blood-test-for-more-than-50-types-of-cancer-12406773
https://www.news24.com/witness/news/kzn/misinformation-is-harming-unvaccinated-seniors-says-kzn-premier-zikalala-20210913
https://scitechdaily.com/scientists-claim-overeating-is-not-the-primary-cause-of-obesity-point-to-more-effective-weight-loss-strategies/
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today’s world, surrounded by highly palatable, heavily marketed, cheap processed foods, it’s easy for

people to eat more calories than they need, an imbalance that is further exacerbated by today’s sedentary

lifestyles. By this thinking, overeating, coupled with insufficient physical activity, is driving the obesity

epidemic. On the other hand, despite decades of public health messaging exhorting people to eat less

and exercise more, rates of obesity and obesity-related diseases have steadily risen. 

 

Cyril Ramaphosa says vaccine passports are coming, but some are not impressed 

Times Live | 13 September 2021 

Vaccine passports and the easing of lockdown restrictions under level 2 have scores talking on social

media. On Sunday night President Cyril Ramaphosa announced the easing of several restrictions,

including the curfew, size of gatherings and sales of alcohol. He said the country will move to alert level 2

lockdown with effect from Monday. As SA intensifies its Covid-19 vaccination programme, Ramaphosa

said the health department is considering implementing vaccine passports to be shown when entering

certain events and venues. “We will also be providing further information on an approach for vaccine

passports which can be used as evidence of vaccination for various purposes and events so people are

able to demonstrate they’ve been vaccinated. 

 

BMA drops opposition to assisted dying and adopts neutral stance 

The Guardian| 13 September 2021 

The British Medical Association (BMA) has dropped its opposition to assisted dying and adopted a neutral

stance on the issue.  The doctors’ union, which represents about 150,000 medics, voted to change its

official position  following a debate by members at its annual representative meeting in London. It had

opposed legalising assisted dying since 2006. A BMA survey in 2020 found for the first time that doctors in

support of a law change outnumbered those against. The poll, which heard from almost 29,000 doctors

and medical students, showed that 50% personally believed doctors should be able to prescribe life-

ending drugs for patients to take themselves – 39% opposed this and 11% were undecided. Polls have

found a majority of voters back a change. The landmark decision by the BMA, one of Britain’s most

influential medical bodies, is likely to be seized upon by campaigners seeking to change the law. The

Royal College of Physicians, the oldest medical college in England, dropped its opposition to assisted

dying and adopted a neutral stance on the issue in 2019. 

 

A conversation with Bill Gates on how public health has fared in the midst of the

pandemic 

Stat News | 13 September 2021 

The Covid-19 pandemic has, of course, been devastating over the past year. But by other measures of

public health, the year wasn’t quite as calamitous as Bill Gates and Melinda French Gates feared when

they wrote their annual report in 2020. That doesn’t mean the first year of the Covid pandemic hasn’t been

hard. The foundation’s 2021 Goalkeepers report, published late Monday, shows an additional 10 million

children around the globe didn’t get key childhood vaccines this past year, because of public health

service disruptions. Another 31 million people were pushed into extreme poverty by the pandemic. And

employment among women is expected to remain 13 million jobs lower around the world this year than it

was in 2019. Covid-19 has deepened what was already a profound chasm between the rich and the poor,

Bill Gates told STAT. 

 

Call for protests against Covid-19 vaccination ‘passport’ 

IOL | 13 September 2021

A growing opposition to a ’vaccine passport’ has erupted on social media with many South Africans calling

it a violation of civil liberties. The strong stance online against these ’vaccine passports’ have now evolved

into a call for protests across the country this Saturday. A tweet with posters for the protests in the

different cities was published by Lonwabo Mfundisi on Twitter on Sunday night, shortly after President

Cyril Ramaphosa announced the movement of the country to lockdown level 2. It read: “It’s time to rise the

#VaccinePassport are here. Let's put down the keyboard and be at these venues. Vaxx or not vaxxed

your freedoms are being taken slowly. 

 

‘You are free to choose – but not from the consequences of your choices’ 

Money Web| 13 September 2021 

We need to lift all lockdown restrictions as soon as possible to place the country on a path to higher

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-09-13-cyril-ramaphosa-says-vaccine-passports-are-coming-but-some-are-not-impressed/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/sep/14/bma-drops-opposition-assisted-dying-adopts-neutral-stance
https://www.statnews.com/2021/09/13/gates-goalkeepers/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=eace7b4153-Pharmalot&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-eace7b4153-149648021
https://www.statnews.com/2020/09/14/new-report-says-covid-19-pandemic-has-caused-historic-setbacks-in-global-health/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/goalkeepers/report/2021-report
https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/call-for-protests-against-covid-19-vaccination-passport-b1286e18-c11d-4c78-890f-5b689c995591
https://www.moneyweb.co.za/moneyweb-opinion/soapbox/you-are-free-to-choose-but-not-from-the-consequences-of-your-choices/
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employment and economic recovery, which will only be possible through widespread vaccination. Those

stubbornly choosing not to vaccinate, not only pose a health risk, but also an economic risk. You are free

to choose – but you are not free from the consequences of your choices. While we see many debates

unfold around vaccination in the media, including social media, we have not seen many that openly

acknowledge that the vaccination conversation is, in fact, also an economic one. As a listed company that

has witnessed and experienced the full effect of the past 18 months on our frail economy, we feel it

necessary to also bring this side of the debate to light. 

 

Doctor in Mpumalanga refuses to see unvaccinated patients 

Jacaranda FM | 13 September 2021 

Getting the vaccination has not been made mandatory yet, but a doctor in Mpumalanga has made it

known that he will not be seeing any patients that have not been vaccinated. Dr Tafara Machiris advised

that his decision only to see vaccinated people came after losing people to the deadly virus. 

 

More than 140 former heads of state and Nobel laureates call on candidates for German chancellor

to waive intellectual property rules for COVID vaccines 

UNAIDS | 14 September 2021

More than 140 former heads of state and government and Nobel laureates today called on the candidates

to be the next German chancellor Annalena Baerbock, Olaf Scholz, and Armin Laschet to declare

themselves in favour of waiving intellectual property rules for COVID 19 vaccines and transferring vaccine

technologies, and “to make these the policies of any future coalition government”. The signatories

underlined that ending German opposition to waiving patents is vital to overcoming vaccine monopolies,

transferring vaccine technology and scaling up vaccine manufacturing around the world to prevent millions

more deaths from Covid-19. Former world leaders including former President of France François

Hollande, former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Gordon Brown, former President of Colombia Juan

Manuel Santos, former President of Malawi Joyce Banda and Nobel prize winners including Professor

Joseph Stiglitz, Professor Francoise Barre-Sinoussi and Elfriede Jelinek express that they are “deeply

concerned with Germany’s continued opposition to a temporary waiver of the World Trade Organization’s

(WTO) intellectual property rules”, at a time in which “the artificial restriction on manufacturing and supply

is leading to thousands of unnecessary deaths from COVID-19 each day”. Less than two per cent of

adults are fully vaccinated in low-income countries compared to almost 50 per cent in high income

countries. 

 

No deaths attributed to Covid vaccines in South Africa – while the latest data shows

they work 

BusinessTech | 14 September 2021 

New data from the South African Health Products Regulatory Authority (Sahpra) and the Department of

Health shows that, while there have been many reports of common negative side-effects from Covid-19

vaccines, none are directly attributed to deaths in the country. According to Sahpra, as of Monday, 13

September, a total of 14,922,954 Covid vaccines had been administered in South Africa. Approximately

3.2 million people have received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, and 4 million people have been fully

vaccinated with two doses of the Pfizer vaccine, it said. Overall, over 27% of the adult population has

been vaccinated. 

 

Focus on mental health amid lockdown 

News24 | 14 September 2021 

Depression, isolation and constant stress as a result of isolation and lockdowns have put the mental

health of South Africans in dire straits. So says Western Cape Minister for the Department of Social

Development, Sharna Fernandez. According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), continued isolation

from other people and a person’s existing support structure have a severe impact on and act as

aggressors for mental disorders. “In lockdown, we are starting to see mental health issues emerging. The

need to get active, whether it is walking, cycling or doing anything active and engaging is welcome,” says

Fernandez. 

 

Sex Workers Pride celebrated with vaccinations and calls for decriminalisation 

GroundUp | 14 September 2021 

Dozens of sex workers and advocacy groups celebrated International Sex Workers Pride as they marched

https://www.jacarandafm.com/lifestyle/family/doctor-mpumalanga-refuses-see-unvaccinated-patients/
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/september/20210914_waive-intellectual-property-rules-for-covid-vaccines
https://businesstech.co.za/news/lifestyle/521252/no-deaths-attributed-to-covid-vaccines-in-south-africa-while-the-latest-data-shows-they-work/
https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/Local/Peoples-Post/focus-on-mental-health-amid-lockdown-20210913
https://www.groundup.org.za/article/sex-workers-mark-international-pride-vaccinations-and-renewed-calls-decriminalisation/
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in colourful attire through the streets of Cape Town on Tuesday. The event also served as an opportunity

to vaccinate sex workers against Covid-19 and offer testing for STI’s, HIV and access to items like

condoms and lubricant. The march, organised by Sex Workers Education and Advocacy Taskforce

(SWEAT), started at the Mowbray police station where sex worker  Robyn Montsumi  died in police

custody in April 2020. From there, the marchers went to the Blackpool Sports Complex in Salt River,

where a number of organisations are to erect pop-up information stalls. The Sex Worker Theatre group

performed. Organisations that supported the march included Sisonke Gender Justice, Triangle Project,

Pink Drive and the Asijiki Coalition. Megan Lessing, communication officer for SWEAT, said the march

highlighted some of the challenges that sex workers face daily. She said many sex workers still do not

have access to health services. 

 

Launch of HEARING screening: considerations for recommendations 

World Health Organization | 15 September 2021 

The first ever World report on hearing was launched in 2021, as a technical guide outlining the ongoing

shifts in the global epidemiology of hearing loss, capturing available solutions and current challenges for ear

and hearing care and also establishing priorities to be addressed. It highlights the link between addressing

hearing loss and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.   

The rational for hearing screening across the life course is well outlined in the report. The report shows

that increasing hearing screening and early intervention coverage during the next 10 years requires an

additional annual per capita investment of US$ 1.33. The resulting health gain during the 10-year period

would avert nearly 130 million DALYs (disability adjusted life years), benefit 1.4 billion people and yield a

return of nearly US$ 16 for each 1 dollar invested. The World report on hearing recommends that WHO

Member States take urgent and evidence-based policy action to prevent, identify and rehabilitate hearing

loss. To render technical support to the Member States in implementing the recommendation of the world

report into, WHO has developed the HEARING screening: considerations for implementation. This

handbook provides technical  guidance required for establishing evidence-based programmes for hearing

screening facilitating early identification and interventions to address hearing loss and related ear diseases

in target groups.  

 

Health Hub | Pfizer’s COVID jab is approved for SA teens and how transphobia

blocks access to government hospitals 

Bhekisisa | 15 September 2021  

Now that the Pfizer vaccine has been registered for teenagers in SA, when can parents and those 12

years and older expect to get the jab? Bhekisisa editor-in-chief Mia Malan got answers from the health

department’s acting director general, Nicholas Crisp, and the South African Health Products Regulatory

Authority’s senior manager for pharmaceutical evaluations, Silverani Padayachee. Transphobia is rife in

government health facilities. Trans rights activist and filmmaker Zoey Black shares her story and expands

on how discrimination limits access to much needed care. Health Hub airs at 9am on Sunday mornings on

Newzroom Afrika, DSTV channel 405 

 

SA doctors say admitting errors without fear of blame is key to improving patient

safety — survey 

Sunday Times ǀ 15 September 2021 

Nine in ten SA doctors believe healthcare professionals must be able to admit errors, apologise and learn

from mistakes without fear of blame, regulatory action or criminal charges in the event of an adverse

incident with a patient. This is according to a survey of 590 doctors conducted by the Medical Protection

Society (MPS), which represents 30,000 healthcare professionals in SA. On Wednesday the society said

the survey results bring into sharp focus the need for government to aid a shift to a more open and

learning culture in healthcare in which healthcare professionals are supported to discuss and learn from

mistakes, and patients are subsequently better protected and better informed. The organisation said fear

of blame, regulatory action or even criminal charges after an adverse incident are a barrier to open

disclosure “which must be broken down”. Dr Graham Howarth, head of MPS medical services Africa, said:

“Doctors want to do their very best for patients, but medicine is not an exact science. 

 

Why COVID jabs will stop new variants in their tracks — if we vaccinate fast enough 

Bhekisisa ǀ 15 September 2021 

The rise of coronavirus variants has highlighted the huge influence evolutionary biology has on daily life.

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/human-rights-commission-under-fire-7-month-silence-sex-worker-death-custody/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/09/15/default-calendar/launch-of-hearing-screening-considerations-for-recommendations
https://bhekisisa.org/bhekisisa-tv/2021-09-15-health-hub-pfizers-covid-jab-is-approved-for-sa-teens-and-how-transphobia-blocks-access-to-government-hospitals/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-09-15-sa-doctors-say-admitting-errors-without-fear-of-blame-is-key-to-improving-patient-safety-survey/
https://bhekisisa.org/health-news-south-africa/2021-09-15-why-covid-jabs-will-stop-new-variants-in-their-tracks-if-we-vaccinate-fast-enough/
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But how mutations, random chance and natural selection produce variants is a complicated process, and

there has been a lot of confusion about how and why new variants emerge. Until recently, the most

famous example of rapid evolution was the story of the peppered moth. In the mid-1800s, factories in

Manchester, England, began covering the moth’s habitat in soot, and the moth’s normal white colouring

made them visible to predators. But some moths had a mutation that made them darker. Since they were

better camouflaged in their new world, they could evade predators and reproduce more than their white

counterparts. 

 

Communicating uncertainty with integrity: the challenges of vaccine literacy 

Daily Maverick | 17 September 2021 

The past weeks have seen the debate on mandatory vaccination increasing in frequency and intensity.

Currently vaccination is not mandatory in South Africa except for a few sectors. Notwithstanding this,

debates in the public space rage on and are increasingly seeping into private spaces, too. Many are

considering how they feel about family, friends and employees who do not vaccinate – including how to

ask or enquire about vaccination, and what to do when people in personal spaces refuse to vaccinate.

The path ahead is potentially conflict ridden and litigious. As a country, there are some important

considerations before we decide which route to go with regard to mandatory vaccination. Like many

medical and health-related choices, the decision to take the vaccine is far more complicated for people

than public health decision-making considers. 
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TRAINING AND RESOURCES
 

Subscribe to the Health Systems Trust Bulletin 

The Health Systems Trust (HST) produces a weekly bulletin on Fridays focusing on key public health

news, peer-reviewed journal articles and other important primary healthcare resources. 

 

HSTi offers accredited and non-accredited short courses and full programmes 

The Health Systems Training Institute (HSTi) is the training arm of the Health Systems Trust (HST), a

leading force in the South African public health sector. HST was established in 1992, on the brink of

democracy in South Africa, and has since played a significant role in strengthening the national primary

health system through health research, informatics, clinical support, capacity-building and training. 

 

SARETI Masters Degree MSocSc (Health Research Ethics) Scholarships: Call for

Applications: 2022 

The South African Research Ethics Training Initiative (SARETI) based at the University of KwaZulu-Natal,

South Africa is an African programme in health research ethics that offers a mix of online and face-to-face

modular and applied training as part of a structured Social Science Masters specialised in health research

ethics. Trainees are capacitated with the expertise to ensure that health research in Africa prioritises the

welfare of research participants, individuals and communities as its primary focus. A key component of

this training programme is to review protocols from a research ethics perspective that will enable and

enhance support to Research Ethics Committees. SARETI has been awarded competitive funding from

the Fogarty International Center (FIC) of the US National Institutes of Health (NIH), to offer Masters-level

training in research ethics, beginning 2022. This two-year programme is aimed at lawyers, social

scientists and other professionals in the early stages of their career whose work relates to health-related

research and/or research ethics. The programme will offer comprehensive advanced multi-disciplinary

Masters level training in research ethics to a cohort of 8 candidates from across Africa. 
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PUBLICATIONS AND REPORTS
 

UN women’s highlights from 2020-2021 (Annual Report) 

United Nations Women 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-09-14-communicating-uncertainty-with-integrity-the-challenges-of-vaccine-literacy-and-vaccine-hesitancy/
https://www.hst.org.za/Pages/Subscription.aspx
https://www.hstinstitute.co.za/Training
http://sareti.ukzn.ac.za/Homepage.aspx
https://annualreport.unwomen.org/en/2021
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Equality is our right and must be our future. As the leading United Nations agency for gender equality, UN

Women works to develop and uphold standards and create an environment in which every woman and girl

can exercise her human rights and live up to her full potential. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic worsened

gender inequalities everywhere. UN Women led immediate responses and provided long-term solutions.

We acted through 88 field offices and partners from government ministries to grass-roots groups to

international financial institutions. Building on our long tradition of creating alliances, we launched our

Generation Equality Campaign. It brings together governments, civil society, youth, businesses and UN

organizations among others to advance common goals and an ambitious agenda for change. Achieving

gender equality is key to restoring the world right now and building forward better. Generation Equality, a

global, intergenerational feminist movement, demands no less. 

 

Monthly COVID-19 in Children 

National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD) 

This report is made up of epidemiology and clinical characteristics of laboratory confirmed COVID-19

among children and adolescents aged ≤18 years in South Africa (1 March 2020 – 28 August 2021) 

Key highlights:

As of 28 August 2021, individuals aged ≤19 years made up 14.2% of SARS-CoV-2 tests, 11.8%

of laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases, 4.7% of all COVID-19-associated admissions and 0.7%

of COVID-19 associated in-hospital deaths.

There have been 2.2 million tests among individuals aged ≤19 years with a 15.8% percentage

testing positive, 184 187 laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases aged ≤19 years, 17 184 reported

COVID-19-associated admissions and 565 COVID-19-related deaths during the surveillance

period
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CONFERENCES AND EVENTS
 

Ninth meeting of the Greater Mekong subregion Therapeutic Efficacy Study Network 

World Health Organization | 15 – 16 September 2021 

Monitoring antimalarial drug resistance through therapeutic efficacy studies (TES) is an important activity

of national malaria programmes, as it ensures that the malaria treatment policies being implemented are

evidence-based, and that early deterioration in the efficacy of recommended treatment regimens is

identified and drug policy recommendation are updated in a timely manner. The Greater Mekong

subregion (GMS) Drug Resistance Monitoring Network was established in 2008 to expand and support

national malaria drug resistance monitoring activities in the 6 GMS countries. The TES Network Meeting

supports countries in monitoring progress and reviewing TES results as well as in planning and

implementing future TES and integrated drug efficacy surveillance (iDES) activities. The GMS Network

comprises the following countries: Yunnan province of China, Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic

Republic and Viet Nam in the Western Pacific Region, and Myanmar and Thailand in the South-East Asia

Region. The WHO Mekong Malaria Elimination (MME) programme will host a 2-day virtual meeting

bringing together representatives from malaria control programmes, focal points from GMS countries as

well as technical experts and partners. The meeting will provide a forum to review the current status

TES/iDES, the efficacy of antimalarial drugs, the impact of COVID-19 on these activities and to identify

alternative artemisinin-based combination therapies (ACTs) for the revision of national treatment

guidelines. Details on how to register will be provided closer to the meeting time. Technical partners,

national malaria programmes, UN agencies, and other members of the global malaria community are

welcome to attend. The event is not open to private individuals or the media. The agenda and speakers

will be shared in due course. 

 

10th Annual PMNCH Accountability Breakfast 

PMNCH  

Date: 22 September 2021 

This year’s annual PMNCH Accountability Breakfast focuses on achieving greater equity for women,

children and adolescents in Africa. More than two-thirds of the world’s maternal deaths occur in the Sub-

https://www.nicd.ac.za/diseases-a-z-index/disease-index-covid-19/surveillance-reports/monthly-covid-19-in-children/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/09/15/default-calendar/ninth-meeting-of-the-greater-mekong-subregion-therapeutic-efficacy-study-network
https://www.eventbrite.ch/e/10th-annual-pmnch-accountability-breakfast-tickets-168574864959
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Saharan region, as well as more than half of child deaths globally. Almost one in five women in Sub-

Saharan Africa face unmet needs for family planning. Now in the COVID-19 era, injustices have been

further accentuated. Less than 3% of adults in Africa are fully vaccinated, and 75% of the world’s

vaccination supply is held by only 10 countries – none in Africa. The 2021 PMNCH Accountability

Breakfast will focus on innovative solutions to addressing injustices and improving well-being in Sub-

Saharan Africa, including through new country-led financing, policy and service delivery commitments.

These include digital solutions for improved accountability and action, as well as youth-led action to

demand universal health coverage and greater citizen participation in line with the seven asks of the

PMNCH Call to Action on COVID-19 and the Call to Action on Adolescent Well-Being. 

 

Webinar: “Focus on HEARING SCREENING: considerations for implementation

guidance on the hearing screening for newborn babies” 

World Health Organization 

Date: 6 October 2021

Register for morning session: https://who.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEtdumgrzIrG9NDRAnzRPW-

6kv1c08a8FHk 

Register for afternoon session:

https://who.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqdOmorDgsHt2wT235Z3NAa5UFlM8QAuKn

 

“Focus on HEARING SCREENING: considerations for implementation guidance on

the hearing screening for school children” 

World Health Organization 

Date: 27 October 2021

Register for morning session:

https://who.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIldeCqrzojGtQOK48obVW6YLMyJbqKco8v 

Register for afternoon session:

https://who.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIlduGhqDwoGN3H4JPnkYFyJtPDg9fq2qyI

 

“Focus on HEARING SCREENING: considerations for implementation guidance on

the hearing screening for older people” 

World Health Organization 

Date: 17 November 2021

Register for morning session:

https://who.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJArcu6tqTwjGdU0z0bhLNrHmRlG2v4Og1H0  

Register for afternoon session:

https://who.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAqdOuuqT0uHtM4xcL3Hfe3csPlhUBzrUkk 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (HEALTH SYSTEMS STRENGTHENING UNIT): Clinical

Advisor (Zululand District) 

Closing Date: 27 September 2021 
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